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A Look at the House Republican “No Jobs” Calendar 

House Republicans Ignore Job Creation, Economic Opportunity with Only 34 

Legislative Days Until August District Work Period  
 
Earlier this month, House Republican leaders held a press conference where they claimed that 

they were focused on job creation and bringing legislation to the Floor that would put more 
Americans back to work. The Washington Post reported:  
 

“Republican House leaders emerging from a closed-door caucus meeting declared to 
the TV cameras that they were all about creating jobs — omitting from their 

opening statements any mention of their investigatory obsession.” 
 

“‘I hosted my fifth-annual jobs fair,’ began Rep. Lynn Jenkins (Kan.).” 
 

“‘Today I wanted to talk more about jobs,’ announced Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-
Wash.).” 

 
Unfortunately, their actions on the House Floor that week told a different story. In the days 

following their press conference, where they promised to make job creation a top priority, 
House Republicans leaders opted for partisan messaging bills and unrelated suspensions 
instead. Here’s a look at the calendar:  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

What’s missing? 
 

May 7:  

Resolution to find 

Lois Lerner, 
former Director of 
the IRS Exempt 

Organizations, in 
contempt of 

Congress 

May 8:  
Resolution to 
establish a Select 

Committee on 
Benghazi tragedy 

 

May 7:  

Consideration to 
appoint a special 

counsel to 
investigate targeting 

of conservative 
non-profit groups 

by the IRS 

May 6:  

Consideration of 
seven suspensions 

that have nothing to 
do with job creation 
 

May 7:  

Held press 
conference on 

job creation 
 

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/dana-milbank-meet-the-chief-prosecutor-in-the-gops-benghazi-show-trial/2014/05/07/0dc3d550-d634-11e3-95d3-3bcd77cd4e11_story.html
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While wasting time on partisan conspiracy theories, Republicans have ignored myriad other 
issues that the American people support taking action on:  

 
• Restoring Unemployment Insurance:  

o 2.8 million people are without unemployment insurance because of Republican 
inaction, and an additional 72,000 Americans will lose their insurance every week 

Republicans fail to act. 
 

• Immigration Reform:  
o A new poll shows that 64% of Republicans, 78% of Democrats and 71% of 

independents back comprehensive immigration reform. [Politico, 5/19/14] 
o Over 30 Republicans have also voiced their support on comprehensive 

immigration reform. 
o Tea Party Express co-founder Sal Russo urged Republicans to take action: “Our 

nation competes in a global economy, and our immigration policies should reflect 
our needs for the 21st century. Conservative-led immigration reform is an 
important step to a brighter American future.” [Roll Call, 5/14/14] 

o The business community has also encouraged Republicans to move forward on 
fixing our broken immigration system: “If the Republicans don’t do it, they 

shouldn’t bother to run a candidate in 2016,”said U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
President Tom Donohue. [Politico, 5/12/14] 

 
• Minimum Wage:  

o According to a Bloomberg poll, 69% of Americans, including 45% of Republicans, 
support the President’s call to raise the federal minimum wage to $10.10 over the 

next three years. [Bloomberg, 3/11/14] 
o More and more Republicans are coming out in support of minimum wage: 

 Former Governor Mitt Romney: “I think we ought to raise it.”  [Politico, 
5/9/14] 

 Former Senator Rick Santorum: “Let’s not make this argument that we’re 

for the blue-collar guy but we’re against any minimum wage increase ever. 
It just makes no sense.” [Politico, 5/5/14] 

 Former Governor Tim Pawlenty: “If you’re going to talk the talk about 
being for the middle class and the working person, if we have the minimum 

wage, it should be reasonably adjusted from time to time.” [Politico, 
4/30/14] 

 
With barely nine weeks left on the legislative agenda, and just 34 days in session before August 

recess, time is running out for this Republican-led Congress to abandon the political rhetoric 
and work with Democrats to take action on the issues that matter most to the American people.  

http://www.politico.com/story/2014/05/poll-immigration-reform-gop-voters-2014-106801.html?hp=f1
http://www.democraticwhip.gov/content/pressure-continues-build-comprehensive-immigration-reform
http://www.rollcall.com/news/conservatives_need_to_fix_the_broken_us_immigration_system_commentary-232970-1.html
http://www.politico.com/story/2014/05/chamber-of-commerce-2016-election-immigration-106577.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-03-12/americans-split-on-obama-as-69-back-minimum-wage-hike.html
http://www.politico.com/story/2014/05/mitt-romney-minimum-wage-106524.html?hp=l7
http://www.politico.com/story/2014/05/rick-santorum-tim-pawlenty-minimum-wage-106342.html
http://www.politico.com/story/2014/04/tim-pawlenty-republicans-wage-hike-106189.html

